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1903-1907. However, these exiles fired sto-
ries and folk tales of Bamba’s miraculous sur-
vival of torture, deprivation, and attempted
executions, and thousands more flocked to his
organization. On the ship to Gabon, forbidden
from praying, Bamba is said to have broken
his leg irons, leapt overboard into the ocean
and prayed on a prayer rug that appeared on
the surface of the water or, when the French
put him in a furnace, he simply sat down in it
and drank tea with Muhammad. In a den of
hungry lions, the lions slept beside him, etc.

By 1910, the French realized that Bamba
was not interested in waging war against
them, and was in fact quite cooperative, even-
tually releasing him to return to his expanded
community. In 1918, he won the French Le-
gion of Honor for enlisting his followers into
World War I. The French allowed him to es-
tablish his community in Touba, believing in
part that his doctrine of hard work could be
made to serve French economic interests. The
French government allowed his movement to
grow, and in 1926, he began work for the
great Mosque at Touba, where he is buried.
Upon his death in 1927, The Cheikh has been
succeeded by his descendants as hereditary
leaders of the Brotherhood with absolute au-
thority over their followers.

Murid Islamic Community in America MICA
is a non-profit organization was founded in
1989 to spread the teachings of Cheikh
Ahmadou Bamba in accordance with the
Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muham-
mad. | ask my colleagues and our nation to
join me in this special Congressional Recogni-
tion in celebration of Cheikh Ahmadou Bamba
Mbacke Islamic Cultural Week in New York
City.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and remembrance of Mr. James T.
Molloy, the former Doorkeeper for the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Mr. Molloy was born in South Buffalo on
June 3, 1936, the son of Matthew Molloy (a
Buffalo firefighter) and Catherine Hayden
Molloy. He graduated from Bishop Timon High
School and proceeded to work in waterfront
grain elevators. He also joined the Buffalo Fire
Department before continuing his education at
Canisius College. Upon graduating, Mr. Molloy
began teaching in Buffalo and Lackawanna,
New York.

Mr. Molloy was a member of the Erie Coun-
ty Democratic Party and later moved to Wash-
ington, DC, where he became the Chief Fi-
nance Officer of the House of Representa-
tives. In 1974, he became the Doorkeeper of
the House, a position that he would hold for
the next 20 years. Throughout his tenure as
doorkeeper, Mr. Molloy was able to make
many friends in Washington, including Speak-
er Thomas O’Neill, Jr. and President Reagan.
He was known around Washington as a “Buf-
falo Guy.” Tom Brokaw called him “the pride
of South Buffalo” each year when he intro-
duced Mr. Molloy as the President walked out
for the State of the Union.

Mr. Molloy has received many awards
throughout his lifetime, including having a U.S.
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post office building on South Park Avenue
named after him in 2006. He was also recog-
nized by the New York AFL-CIO, the New
York State Federation of Police and the United
States Senate Youth Alumni Association.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Mr. James T. Malloy, a man
whose presence in Washington will be sorely
missed.

————
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise to voice
my opposition to the cuts to high-speed rail in-
cluded in H.R. 2354, the Fiscal Year 2012 En-
ergy and Water Development Appropriations
bill.

At a time when this Congress should be fo-
cused on creating jobs, investing in our infra-
structure, and supporting transportation alter-
natives, the bill before us unfortunately in-
cludes a provision to cut funding for high-
speed rail. These cuts are both harmful and
short-sighted, and will limit key opportunities
for job growth and economic development
throughout our nation.

According to a recent study from the U.S.
Conference of Mayors, building high-speed rail
networks in the U.S. will have a significant
positive economic impact. The study shows
that in the four urban areas surveyed, high-
speed rail could add $19 billion in new busi-
ness development and 150,000 jobs. We
should not be turning our backs on this his-
toric opportunity.

It is clear: investing in rail, whether it is
high-speed, or inter-city, has the potential to
create desperately-needed jobs in commu-
nities around the country. Case in point: in Oc-
tober last year, a contract awarded to the Sie-
mens Transportation Systems manufacturing
plant in my district of Sacramento, California
to build 70 new electric trains for Amtrak is
creating 200 local jobs—not to mention that
they employ approximately 64,000 people
throughout the country. Not only is Siemens
creating jobs, but they are also building a
high-quality product that will make train travel
more efficient and environmentally friendly.
These trains are built in an environmentally-
friendly way, using solar energy developed on
site.

In Sacramento, rail is not just a part of our
history, it is our future.

In April, we broke ground on a track reloca-
tion project that will not only improve safety
and efficiency, but will pave the way for the
development of both an intermodal transpor-
tation facility and future economic growth in
our downtown. This project is creating 350
jobs onsite, and 1,100 jobs in total. It will also
make room for high-speed rail.

What is happening in Sacramento is a snap-
shot of the interest in rail statewide. The vot-
ers in my home state of California have ap-
proved plans to build a high-speed rail net-
work that will eventually link Sacramento to
San Diego, and communities throughout the
state. This high-speed rail line will create jobs,
provide viable transportation options to resi-
dents and visitors alike, and reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil.
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But as forward-thinking as California is,
progress will be held back if the provisions to
cut high-speed rail funding are included in the
final version of this bill.

In my district alone, we would lose millions
of dollars intended for rail projects funded by
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
This rescission would result in the loss of
many jobs and endanger the necessary safety
and efficiency improvements need for the
tracks between Sacramento and Davis.

| think we can all agree that now is not the
time to remove opportunities for improved job
growth and economic recovery. Yet, my Re-
publican colleagues are doing just that by in-
cluding the elimination of funding for high-
speed rail in this bill.

It is my hope that the Senate approves a
final bill that restores this funding, and that the
President signs into law a bill that appro-
priately invests in our infrastructure: levees
and rail alike.

——————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the 100th anniversary of the Omega
Psi Phi fraternity, the first African-American
national fraternal organization with roots in a
historically African-American college.

The Omega Psi Phi fraternity was founded
at Howard University in Washington, D.C. on
November 17, 1911. As llustrated by the
prominent careers of its four founders, Bishop
Edgar Amos Love, Dr. Oscar James Cooper,
Professor Frank Coleman and Dr. Ernest
Everett Just, members of Omega Psi Phi are
known to go on to successful careers.

Omega Psi Phi is dedicated to the principles
of “manhood, scholarship, perseverance and
uplift.” The fraternity has also shown a strong
commitment to philanthropy and community. It
began a National Social Program in 1945 to
aid with health, housing, civil rights and edu-
cational issues of the African-American com-
munity. Furthermore, the fraternity has made
annual donations of $50,000 to the United
Negro College Fund since 1955.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognizing the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Omega Psi Phi fraternity,
whose members have been strong community
supporters and leaders since the fraternity’s
origin. | wish the alumni and current members
of the Omega Psi Phi fraternity the best in all
of their future endeavors.

———
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union and under
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